
European
Frog-bit
Collaborative

Leaves rounded/heart shaped
Small  white flower  with three petals

Yellow flowers

Large, 
oval-shaped leaves

NUPHAR SP.

Alan Cressler

Maroon 
flower with 

stamens 
and pistols

Oval leaves 
with 

no cleft

WATER SHIELD

Michael Wolfe

Very large 
leaves 

and flowers

AMERICAN LOTUS

Joe Boggs

Seed 
receptacles

Flower 
with 

20-30 
petals

V-shaped 
cleft in leaf

AMERICAN WHITE WATER LILY

AquaPlant

Three white 
narrow petals with 

yellow center 

AMERICAN FROG-BIT

Jim Brighton

Yellow 
flowers 

with 5 
fringed 
petals

YELLOW FLOATING HEART

Greg Bales

Todd Marsee

EUROPEAN FROG-BIT 
LOOK-ALIKES



StatusOther charactersFlower charactersLeaf charactersAquatic plant

Native to all Great Lakes states and provincesSeeds in flat woody-like receptacle; 
plant rooted

White/yellow, up to 
10 in

Up to 27 in American lotus 
(Nelumbo lutea)

Native to all Great Lakes states and provincesProminent V-shaped cleft in leaf;
plant rooted

White, 5 in, many 
petals

Up to 12 inAmerican white water lily 
(Nymphaea odorata)

Native to all Great Lakes states and provincesLarge, spongy rhizomes; 
plant rootedYellow, 1-4 in4-16 inNuphar

(Nuphar sp.)

Purple leaf bottom; 
plant rooted

Yellow, 5 fringed 
petals2-6 in

Yellow floating heart
(Nymphoides peltata)

Native to all Great Lakes states and provincesUnderwater structures encased in 
slime; plant rooted

Red, 4 petals, many 
pistols & stamens

1-5 in, no cleftWater-shield
(Brasenia schreber)

Native to Illinois, Indiana, and New YorkLeaf underside with central disk of 
spongy red cells; plant not rooted

White, 3 petals, 1 in1-3 inAmerican frog-bit
(Limnobium spongia)

Non-native to all Great Lakes 
states and provinces

Rosette growth; turions; 
plant not rootedWhite, 2 cm0.5-2.5 in 
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